DEMOCRACY AND THE GREAT STATE

About the age of twenty-six
They, shoved him into Politics.
In which profession he commanded
The salaries his rank demanded/'

This is on the whole the most harmless and least
corrupt kind of professionalism in politics. Such
men are apprenticed to politics as a profession (that
is, as a means of making money) just as men of
humbler rank are apprenticed to be Solicitors,
Greengrocers, or Compositors, because their parents
happen to be able to command for them an opening
in these trades. Such men, if they happen to be
honest men, often try to do their best to earn their
money by serving the community to the best of
their ability. This method of choosing governors
is repugnant to Democracy, but is not clearly re-
pugnant to plain morals or to the national interest.
It is the method by which all oligarchical States are
governed. It was the method by which England
was governed during the eighteenth and the greater
part of the nineteenth century.

A much worse form of Political Professionalism
has arisen of late years. Young men, conscious
perhaps of some talent, enter Parliament with the
deliberate intention of getting a salaried place from
those at whose disposal such places and salaries
are placed. Such a man violates, of course, the
essential idea of representation as it has been out-
lined above. His intention is not to serve his
constituency, but to serve those from whom he
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